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Welcome to Easter

Edition 5-Easter 2009

Following the recent winter weather the first signs of Spring are appearing. We are now half way through the academic year and this

newsletter shows how busy we have all been.

As ever the school continues to grow and develop. We constantly strive to improve what we do and this newsletter gives you a flavour
of some of the new things happening at St Andrew’s as well as the many events which have become St Andrew’s traditions.

Personally | have much enjoyed teaching poetry to Year 4, taking one of the Junior School Masterclass groups and teaching some
Thinking Skills to Year 8, alongside my regular Year 8 RE teaching. This teaching has helped me to get to know the pupils better and

has certainly kept me busy!

The range of academic, extra-curricular and community activities reported here, as well as the many that are not, reflect St Andrew’s
commitment to value the individual and to ensuring that your child achieves their full potential, academically and personally, in our

happy and nurturing environment.

Thank you for your continued commitment to St Andrew’s and best wishes for Easter.

Sean Skehan

Academic News
Ruth Merrtens Maths Evening

/ \/\/ onderfully inspiring and enfertaining’
was a comment made to me by one
parent following our recent Ruth Merrtens Maths

B cvening which was held in Walmsley Hall on a
rather snowy February evening.

Ruth is Professor of Primary Education at the
University of St Mark and St John, Plymouth and is one of the most
highly respected individuals in the field of Numeracy today. Ruth is
an amazing speaker and those parents who batiled through snow
were delighted to have been there.

The session highlighted how anxious parents felt about the new
teaching strategies, so the school is now arranging to send a leaflet
to all parents outlining the current strategies used within the Junior
Department.

On the same afternoon St Andrew’s hosted an Inset given by Ruth
on Foundation Stage Maths which was attended by over thirteen
local Independent and State Schools.

Ruth is in great demand around the country and we were indeed
privileged that she paid us a second visit.

Nursery News - Jolly Phonics

Z e e ! ' n Nursery we teach
Jolly  Phonics  during
circle fime. It is a fun
way of teaching the lefter
sounds, first by showing
the illustrated letter, then
teling a story fo fie the
b a2l lefter sound to an action.
IR . @M This often  demands
serious acting skills on behalf of the Nursery staff.
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Last week we played fennis (the letter 1) and this week | brought
my daughter’s two white mice, Mavis and Mildred, to meet the

children. This connected with the lefter i and the story of Inky mouse
who escaped from his cage and got covered in ink. Luckily Mavis
and Mildred stayed in their cage and survived a frip home in the
snow.

Nursery children remember a story and associate a sound with an
action. We extend this learning by sending home an illustration of
the action. This work is then carried on in Reception where Mrs
Watt continues with further reinforcement and goes on fo blending
sounds and building words.

Academic Mentoring begins

AT St Andrew’s we value everyone's progress and we seek to
work with each student so they can play a full role in their own
learning.

To support our pupil’s learing we have infroduced a new system of
academic mentoring this ferm. All Year 11 girls had an individual
tutorial with a member of the senior staff team, following their GCSE
mock examinations.

Examination performance and predicted GCSE grades were
discussed and specific advice was given fo girls about how to
improve and consolidate their study and revision habifs.

This system of academic tutorials will be extended to Year 10
pupils, starfing in the summer ferm following their end of year
examinations. The academic tutorials are in addition fo the regular
reviews of performance and advice given by form tutors.

Flying High with
Junior School Masterclasses

ver the last two years, a major part of our Junior School
Development has been our provision for Gifted and Talented

Children.

One of the elements of our provision is ‘Masterclasses’. This is an
annual initiative that sees children across the Junior School grouped
for an hour a week not by their age, but by their inferests, talents
and abilifies.







personalised hoodies and, in addition, washed sfaff cars to gain extra cash.

FROCK IT - raised money for a charity concermned with ovarian cancer
‘Ovacome’. They organised a 'Makeover' Fashion Show where pupils had
their clothes customised and displayed their results.

SNAPPY — raised money for Letchworth Garden Hospice. The company
provided a semi-professional photo shoot for pupils in Years 3-11.

All companies successfully completed their Enterprise activiies and were
able fo present cheques fo their chosen charifies. A ‘Dragon’s Den’ affended
by the Mayor of Rushden, Mrs Barbara Jenny, concluded the project.

Fairtrade Fortnight

gain, frying to think of those less fortunate than ourselves, we

held our annual Fairtrade Stall in Oakfield Hall on Friday 27
February. As usual it was well attended and a total of £507 was
spent on fairly traded goods. Mrs Brenda Mayoh and her team
from St Andrew’s Church did a great job manning the sfall and
were thrilled at being kept so busy. Thank you fo everyone who
supported this event.

Operation Christmas

Child 2008

St Andrew's participated et
again in this  worthwhile
event. Pupils and parents were
exceedingly generous and we
collected over 100  boxes.
These were gratefully received
by a member of the OCC team
and sent on fo children suffering
through war, poverty, natural
disaster and disease, and who
would not otherwise receive a
gift at Christmas. A big “Thank
You" to everyone who parficipated.

Extra-curricular news

St Andrew’s School Concert for Year 6

he St Andrew'’s

School Concert was
brilliant as  everyone
took part and tried their
best.

There was a  wide
range of insfruments
like saxophone, piano
and flute. Al the girls
congratulated each other when they got back to their seats and
gave positive remarks about their performances. Everyone was
applauded and cheered.

The School clearly has plenty of talent and many brave girls.

At the end of the evening, all the girls felt very proud of themselves
and went home with that great feeling that they had achieved
something.

Music Success

ur girls performed extremely well in the most recent Trinity
Cuildhall Music Examinations. Congratulations fo them and
thanks to their teachers.

Helen Keeler Clarinet 1 87 Disfinction
Bethany lee Piano 1 83 Merit
Heidi Lawson Oboe 1 83 Merit
Carla luongo Piano 1 79 Merit
Sophie Edgar Piono 2 82 Merit
Micha Staines  Singing 2 75 Merit
Eleanor Warren ~ Singing 2 76 Merit
EllieRose Fletcher Singing 3 88 Distinction
Ashleigh Fosfer  Flute 3 65 Pass
Sophia Turner Singing 4 87 Distinction
Sophia Turner Piano 4 77 Merit
Deanna Winn Singing 4 76 Merit
Alice Balding Singing 5 84 Merit
Ellys Kumar Singing 5 72 Pass

Drama News

here is plenty of activity in the Drama Department this term.
Rehearsals for the Year 7 performance of ‘A Grimm Night for
Hans Christian Anderson’ are well under way. The whole year
group is involved in producing this comic play and we are looking
forward to sharing it with friends and family on the evening of 25

March af The Place, Bradgate Road.

Meanwhile, the various casts of ‘Grimm Tales', involving girls from
Years 8-10, have also started rehearsing during and after school.
We are fortunate to have been joined by a professional physical
theatre practitioner from the Stanislavski Experience on our Saturday
rehearsal on 28 February.

The Year 9 Art groups have been busy designing and constructing
the puppets needed for one of the tales whilst girls from Year 10
Graphics are creating items for the set. Once again, St Andrew’s is
enthusiastically working together on this Senior School production,
fo be performed af The Place on 30 June, 1 and 2 July.

The Year 10 GCSE Drama group fravelled to Northampton on
26 February to join a practical workshop from Kneehigh Theatre
Company and then to watch the company’s production of ‘Brief
Encounter’, which has recently transferred from the West End.

The, West End is the destination for the Year 11 GCSE Drama
group’s final trip of their course as we go to watch ‘Blood Brothers’
on Saturday 14 March. This group recently attended a Drama
GCSE Conference in london which gave excellent advice and
practical examples for the girls as they prepare for their final
examined performance on 11 May.

Lastly, a new initiative for Year @ — this Summer Term will see three
Masterclasses held for Year @ girls offering a range of skills from
improvisation to stage combat. We hope that these classes will
further enhance the girls' curricular experience and, for those
intending to pursue Drama to GCSE level, help to prepare them for
their future study.




